
Farb   Welcome   Back   Letter   
  

August   9,   2021   
    
    
Dear   Farb   Families,   
    
Thank   you   so   much   for   your   patience,   as   we   work   through   ever   changing   COVID   guidelines.     We   are   
adhering   to   guidelines   and   taking   the   necessary   precautions   to   ensure   the   safety   of   our   school   
community   and   to   keep   our   school   open .    With   that   said,   I   am   so   excited   to   welcome   you   to   the   
2021-2022   school   year.   I   have   every   confidence   that,   at   Farb,   your   student   will   succeed   in   a   positive   
learning   environment   that   is   challenging,   engaging,   and   supportive.   Our   well-trained   teachers   are   here   to   
do   what   they   love   best:   teach   all   children   the   skills   necessary   to   become   citizens   in   a   global   society.   We   
are   a   small   school,   and   this   allows   us   to   create   a   family-like   environment   that   is   supportive   and   nurturing   
to   all   students.      I   look   forward   to   meeting   with   you   this   year,   and   I   want   you   to   know   that   my   door   is   
always   open.   This   is   YOUR   school,   and   I   welcome   you   to   an   amazing   year   ahead!   
  

COVID   Update   
As   of   today,   staff   and   students   will   be   required   to   wear   masks   inside   school   buildings   and   classrooms.   
Staff   and   students   are   not   required   to   wear   masks   while   outside,   including   PE   classes   outside.   All   parents   
and   visitors   must   also   wear   a   mask   while   inside   the   school   buildings.    We   are   also   being   asked   to   limit   
who   is   on   campus   to   staff   and   students.    Please   understand   that   circumstances   are   changing   daily,   and   
SDUSD   and   Farb   will   follow   all   CDC   guidelines   to   ensure   the   safety   of   our   staff   and   students.     
  

First   Day   of   School   
The   first   day   of   the   2021-2022   school   year   is   Monday,   August   30.    School   begins   at   9:00   am   every   day   
and   ends   at   3:55   pm.    Thursdays   are   our   minimum   day,   and   students   are   released   at   2:30.    The   front   and   
back   gates   will   open   each   morning   at   8:30   am   and   will   close   promptly   at   9:00   am.    Students   who   arrive   
after   the   9:00   bell   will   need   to   enter   school   through   the   front   office.     
  

6th   grade   Meet   and   Greet   and   Schedule   distribution.     
Unfortunately,   our   original   plans   have   had   to   change   multiple   times   to   adhere   to   COVID   safety   guidelines.   
We   are   disappointed   that   we   will   not   be   able   to   have   everyone   on   campus,   but   have   developed   a   plan   
that   will   support   our   incoming   6th   graders   and   ensure   students   will   receive   their   schedule   before   August   
30th.   Please   see   the   schedule   below.     
  

6th   Grade   Meet   and   Greet   with   Teachers   
When:    August   26th   from   9:00   am   to   10:00   am   
Sixth   grade   students   will   have   an   opportunity   to   meet   their   teachers   and   see   their   classrooms.   
Unfortunately,   only   students   will   be   allowed   on   campus.    Students   are   to   arrive   by   8:55   am   at   the   front   
gate.    They   will   receive   their   schedules   and   will   line   up   with   their   block   1   teacher.    The   students   will   be   
escorted   to   their   classes.    Parents   can   pick   up   their   students   at   the   front   gate/parking   lot   at   10:00   am.   
Please   be   sure   your   student   has   a   mask   to   wear   inside   the   classroom.   
  

7th   and   8th   Grades   Drive   Through   Meet   and   Greet   
When:    August   26th   from   3:00-5:00   pm   



Seventh   and   eighth   grade   families   can   drive   up   to   Farb   between   3:00   pm   and   5:00   pm   on   August   26th   to   
pick   up   their   student’s   schedule   and   first   day   packet.    All   of   our   7th   and   8th   grade   teachers   will   be   out   in   
the   parking   lot   so   students   can   meet   their   teachers.    New   7th   and   8th   grade   students   will   also   pick   up   
their   laptops   at   this   time.     
  

Purchasing   PE   Clothes   and   PE   Locks   
Only   7th   and   8th   grade   students   will   dress   for   PE   this   year.   Sixth   graders   will   NOT   dress.    Seventh   
and   eighth   grade   students   must   have   their   PE   clothes   by   September   13th.   
PE   clothes   will   be   sold   at   the   Finance   Window   by   the   flagpole.    Parents   may   come   onto   campus,   through   
the   front   gate,   on    Friday   August   27   from   1:00   pm   to   4:00   pm .    Parents   may   also   purchase   PE   clothes   
before   school   starting   at   8:30   am   and   after   school   until   4:30   pm   beginning   August   30th.    (Shorts   and   a   
shirt   are   $16,   and   locks   are   $6)     
  

School   Binder,   Supplies,   and   Planner   
   All   students   will   receive   (free   of   charge)   a   Farb   binder,   planner,   dividers,   paper,   pencil   pouch,   pencils,   
colored   pencils,   and   pens.   You   DO   NOT   need   to   purchase   any   of   these   materials   because   as   an   AVID   
National   Demonstration   School,    all   students   will   use   the   Farb   binder   as   their   organizational   system .   
    
Parents   may   want   to   purchase   several   one-subject   spiral   notebooks,   as   many   teachers   do   require   them   
for   class.   We   also   encourage   families   to   purchase   additional   paper,   pens   and   pencils,   and,   of   course,   a   
backpack.   
    
Because   we   provide   these   materials,   we   expect   that   students   will   use   them   and   take   care   of   them.   We   
ask   for   your   support   for   this   by   speaking   with   your   student   about   the   importance   of   taking   good   care   of   
the   supplies   and   making   sure   that   they   are   using   the   supplies.   We   will   have   additional   binders   for   sale   if   
you   need   to   purchase   a   second   one   later   in   the   year.    Please   note:    All   students   must   use   the   black   binder   
provided   by   Farb .    In   the   next   few   weeks,   a   Binder   Agreement   Form   will   be   sent   home   for   you   to   sign   and   
return,   affirming   your   support   of   the   Farb   binder   policy.   Thank   you   for   supporting   the   work   we   are   doing   to   
help   all   students   stay   organized.   An   organized   student   is   a   successful   student!   
    
School   Communication   
Every   Sunday   at   5:00   pm   a   weekly   message   is   sent   to   parents   with   our   Firebird   Newsletter.   To   receive   
texts,   please    text   the   word   "YES"   to   67587   from   the   wireless   device/phone   on   which   you   wish   to   receive   
texts.   Your   phone   number   does   need   to   be   on   file   in   PowerSchool   at   Farb.    The   Firebird   Newsletter   
contains   updated   weekly   information,   calendar   information,   and   resources   for   families.     
  

PowerSchool   
PowerSchool   allows   parents   to   access   their   students’   grades   and   attendance   records.    Sixth   grade   
families   and   new   families   to   Farb   will   receive   a   letter   with   your   child’s   login   information   in   the   Opening   
Day   packet.    If   you   need   assistance   throughout   the   year   with   PowerSchool,   please   contact   Erika   
Yamamoto   ( eyamamoto@sandi.net ).   
  

Laptops   
All   students   returning   to   Farb   should   have   a   district   laptop   and   will   need   to   bring   it   from   home   to   school   
and   back   every   day.    Sixth   grade   students   will   be   exchanging   their   laptops   from   elementary   school   for   a   
new   laptop   the   first   week   of   school.    7th   and   8th   grade   students   who   are   new   to   SDUSD   and   Farb   will   
receive   a   laptop   before   school   begins.    It   is   imperative   that   students   charge   their   computers   each   night   
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and   take   good   care   of   their   laptops.    For   questions   regarding   laptops,   please   contact   Dan   Grendziak   
( dgrendziak@sandi.net ).     
  

Breakfast   and   Lunch   
The   district   will   continue   to   serve   ALL   students   a   free   breakfast   and   lunch   each   day   for   the   2021-2022   
school   year.    All   students   will   be   eating   lunch   on   campus   outside.    You   may   also   send   lunch   with   your   
student   if   you   choose.     
  

Bikes,   Scooters,   and   Skateboards   
Students   may   ride   their   bike,   scooter,   or   skateboard   to   school   as   long   as   they   wear   a   helmet.    Students   
may   not   ride   their   bike,   scooter,   or   skateboard   on   the   landbridge   or   on   campus;   they   must   walk   them.   
Students   will   lock   up   all   bikes,   scooters,   and   skateboards   in   the   bike   racks   located   at   the   front   of   school.   
The   bike   racks   are   locked   during   school   hours.   
  

Transportation   
Please   contact   Melissa   Cantua   ( mcantua@sandi.net    or   858-397-6750   ext.   3014)   for   questions   regarding   
Transportation.    Bus   Schedules   will   be   distributed   at   6th   grade   orientation   and   the   ⅞   grade   drive   through.     
  

7th   Grade   Reminder-Tdap   
Just   a   reminder   that   all   7th   grade   students   must   show   proof   of   the   Tdap   immunization   before   the   first   day   
of   school.    If   you   already   emailed   the   district,   then   you   are   good   to   go.    If   you   still   need   to   provide   
information,   you   may   drop   off   a   copy   of   your   immunization   record   to   the   front   office   or   email   it   to   
jmar�nez@sandi.net .     
  

Again,   I   welcome   you   to   our   school,   and   I   look   forward   to   seeing   everyone   on   the   first   day   of   school      for   
the   start   of   a   great   year!   
    
Best   regards,   
    

  Cou�tne�   Rizz�   
    
Courtney   Rizzo   
Principal   
Farb   Middle   School   
AVID   National   Demonstration   School   
crizzo@sandi.net     
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